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These visitors are invited to the United States under the auspices of the Department of State's International Visitor Leadership Program. Their program is arranged by Meridian International Center.

Primary Program Contacts: Mr. David Paulson and Ms. Elizabeth Uebelacker, 1624 Crescent Place, NW, Washington, DC 20009; Telephone - (202) 939-5883 or (202) 939-5558; Toll-free - (800) 424-2974; Fax - (202) 667-8980; Email - dpaulson@meridian.org or euebelac@meridian.org

Department of State Program Contacts: Ms. Jamari Salleh and Ms. Veronica Kibler, Office of International Visitors; Telephone - (202) 453-8590 or (202) 453-8587; Email - sallehjx@state.gov or kiblerva@state.gov

Accompanied By: Mr. Lonnie Hilliard, English Language Officer; Ms. Alison Baker, English Language Escort Officer

June 1 - 19, 2009
PROFESSIONAL OBJECTIVES

The Department of State has outlined the following specific objectives for the project.

· Project Goals:

· ·
To assess U.S. policies and strategies to protect coastal and marine environments, especially in trans-boundary and multi-jurisdictional situations;

· ·
To explore the key roles of NGOs and citizen action groups in national and local efforts to protect marine and coastal zones;

· ·
To share perspectives and knowledge with scientists and field researchers who are monitoring the effects of climate change on coastal resources;

· ·
To discuss international cooperative efforts to protect marine resources; and

· ·
To gain an appreciation for the ethnic, cultural, and economic diversity of U.S. society within coastal environments.

· Participants:  

· This program is designed for marine scientists, resource managers, journalists, and local community leaders involved in coastal zone management and coral reef conservation.

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Hong Kong
Mr. Ping Shing Clarus CHU

Marine Conservation Officer, WWF Hong Kong

Indonesia
Mr. Muhammad Zulficar MOCHTAR

National Coordinator, Destructive Fishing Watch (DFW) 


Mr. Wayan Veda SANTIAJI

Project Leader, Wakatobi Joint Marine Project of the Nature Conservancy, WWF

Malaysia
Dr. Jamili NAIS

Deputy Director/Deputy CEO, Sabah Parks Board of Trustees


Dr. Ahemad SADE

Assistant Director, Aquaculture Resource Management Branch

Philippines
Ms. Ruby Maquiso SAHALI

Provincial Vice Governor of Tawi-Tawi

Thailand
Mr. Sakanan PLATHONG

Lecturer, Department of Biology, Prince of Songkla University, Hat Yai Campus


Ms. Nalinee THONGTHAM

Marine Biologist, Phuket Marine Biological Center, Department of Marine and Coastal Resources

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Hong Kong

Name:
Mr. Ping Shing Clarus CHU
Present Position:
Marine Conservation Officer, WWF Hong Kong

Memberships:
Friends of the Earth

Address:
Suite 1002, Asian House


1 Hennessy Road


Wanchai


Hong Kong


Telephone: 852 2845-2734

Languages:
Chinese (Cantonese) (primary), English, Chinese (Mandarin)

U.S. Travel:
No previous U.S. travel

Indonesia

Name:
Mr. Muhammad Zulficar MOCHTAR
Present Position:
National Coordinator, Destructive Fishing Watch, 2006 - present

Previous Positions:
Individual Consultant, Directorate of Coastal Community Employment (PMP), Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries, 2008


Program Officer, Coral Triangle Initiative (CTI), 2007


Program Officer, UNDP, Environment Unit, 2006


National Program Specialist, USAID Coastal Resources Management Project II/Mitra Pesisir, 2003 - 2005


National Coordinator, Destructive Fishing Watch (DFW), 2002-2004


Executive Secretary, Provincial Task Force for Coral Reef Rehabilitation and Management Project, South Sulawesi, 2001-2003


Research Specialist, USAID, Coastal Resources Management Project, East Kalimantan Field Program, 1998-2000


Director, Information and Planning, local NGO, Makassar, 1996-1998

Education/Training:
Masters, Sustainability, Planning and Environmental Policy, Cardiff University, United Kingdom, 2002


BS, Marine Science and Technology Faculty, Hasannudin University, Makassar, 1996

Memberships:
Secretary, National Commission for Marine Conservation, 2004-present


Founder, Destructive Fishing Watch, national NGO, 2000


Founder, Kalimantan Coastal Foundation, 2000


Founder, Marine Conservation Foundation, 1996

Publications:
Co-Author, Reflection of six years Implementation of Coastal Community Economic Empowerment Program, 2007


Co-Author, Status, Change and Opportunity of Sea Partnership Program (PMB), Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries, 2007


Co-Author, Profile for Destructive Fishing Practice at Spermonde Islands, Destructive Fishing Watch-DFW and Coremap, 2003

Address:
Taman Rasuna, Wisma Johar 0125 B


Kuningan, Jakarta Selatan, DKI Jakarta, Indonesia


Telephone: 62815-8428-2907


Email: mzulficar@cbn.net.id

Languages:
Indonesian (primary), English

U.S. Travel:
No previous U.S. travel

Other Travel:
Australia, China, Malaysia, Philippines, The Netherlands, United Kingdom 

Indonesia

Name:
Mr. I Wayan Veda SANTIAJI
Present Position:
Project Leader, Wakatobi Joint Marine Project, The Nature Conservancy/WWF

Previous Positions:
Community Outreach and Development Coordinator, Wakatobi Project and Environmental Education Manager, WWF, 2005 - 2007


Leader, Field Research, Live Reef Fish Trade on Savu Sea, 2006


Coordinator, Community Outreach and Development, WWF, 2004-2005


Field Officer, Wakatobi Joint Project, WWF Indonesia, 2002- 2004


Community Organizer, International Marine Life Alliance, 2000-2002


Field Staff, WWF Indonesia, 1997- 1999


Field Researcher, Bogor Institute of Agriculture (IPB), 1996

Education/Training:
BS, Fisheries & Marine Science, Bogor Institute of Agriculture, 1996


Leadership Program, Dunamis Consultants/WWF, Indonesia, 2006


Sea Turtle Population Monitoring in Southeast Aru (Enu Island), WWF Indonesia Program, Aru Project, 1999

Memberships:
KOMINGKU Youth Club, Wakatobi District, 2006 - present


Giri Wana Cooperation (Koperasi), Group Resources, 2003 - present


Advisory Group, Bahtera Nusantara Foundation, 2001 - present


Program Producer, MODerat-Environmental Radio Working Group, 1999-2002

Publications:
Marine Protected Area for Sustainable Fisheries, General Study for Fisheries Faculty of Haluoleo University, February 2008


Perancak: An Alternative of Community Based Sea Turtle Habitat Protection Area, WWF Report, June 2000


Coastal and Marine Problems, Case Study: Bali, article, Rawayan Bulletin, May 2000


Suwung Mangrive, article, Surftime Magazine, May 2000


Serangan Island Development Dilemma, article, Surftime Magazine, February 2000

Address:
WWF, Jl. Malik II.  No. 15 A


Kendari, South East Sulawesi, Indonesia


Telephone: 62811-403-803





Email: baliwaves2000@yahoo.com; vsantiadji@wwf.or.id

Languages:
Indonesian (primary), English

U.S. Travel:
No previous U.S. travel

Other Travel:
Amsterdam

Malaysia

Name:
Dr. Jamili NAIS
Present Position:
Deputy Director/Deputy CEO, Sabah Parks Board of Trustees

Concurrent Position:
Assistant Director, Sabah Parks Board of Trustees

Education/Training:
PhD, Unversity of Aberdeen, Scotland, United Kingdom, 1997


BSc (Hons), National University of Malaysia, 1988

Address:
Sabah Parks Board


P.O. Box 10626


Kota Kinabalu, Sabah 88806


Malaysia

Languages:
Malay (primary), English

U.S. Travel:
1992 - Chicago, 1999, St. Louis, 2001 - Georgia 

Malaysia

Name:
Dr. Ahemad SADE
Present Position:
Assistant Director, Aquaculture Resource Management Branch

Education/Training:
PhD (Food Biotechnology), University of Strathclyde, United Kingdom, 1998

Address:
Fisheries Research Centre


Sabah 89400


Malaysia


Telephone: (608) 842-8416


Fax: (608) 843-5543


Email: ahemad.sadi@sabah.gov.my

Languages:
Malay (primary), English

U.S. Travel:
No previous U.S. travel

Philippines

Name:
Ms. Ruby Maquiso Sahali 
Present Position:
Provincial Vice Governor, Tawi-Tawi

Previous Positions:
Assemblywoman, Regional Local Assembly (RLA) - Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao (ARRM), 1993 - 2005


Regional Secretary, Department of Social Welfare and Development (ARMM), 2005 - 2007 

Education/Training:
BS, Biology, Far Eastern University, Manila, 1990

Address:
Provincial Capitol


Capitol Hills


Bongao


Tawi-Tawi


Philippines


Telephone: (0920) 952-2617

Languages:
Pilipino/Tagalog (primary), English

U.S. Travel:
No previous U.S. travel

Thailand

Name:
Mr. Sakanan PLATHONG
Present Position:
Lecturer, Department of Biology, Prince of Songkla University, Hat Yai Campus

Concurrent Position:
Secretary, Committee, Center for Excellence of Biodiversity of Peninsular Thailand, Prince of Songkla University, Hat Yai

Previous Positions:
Coordinator, Centre for the Biodiversity of Peninsula Thailand, 2004-2006 Department of Biology, Prince of Songkla University, Hat Yai

Education/Training:
MSc, Tropical Marine Studies & Environmental Management, James Cook University, Australia, 1997   


BS, Marine Biology and Fisheries, Department of Marine Science, Chulalongkorn University, 1991   



Certificate, Coastal Biodiversity in Mangrove Ecosystems, UNU-INWEH-UNESCO, Annamalai University, India, 2004

Memberships:
National Underwater Association Instructor, 2002-present



Thai Coral Reef Network, 2001-present


Publications:
Co-Author., 2008.  The complete mitochondrial genomes of needle corals, Seriatopora spp. (Scleractinia: Pocilloporidae): Mol Phylogenet Evol. 46(1): 19-33.


Co-Author, 2006. The Coral Reef Zoning Plan for Mu Ko Chumphon Marine National Park, Thailand. pp. 1537 - 1543.


Co-Author, 2006. Guidelines for the Post-Tsunami Conservation and Sustainable Rehabilitation of Coral Reefs.


Co-Author, 2000. Effect of Self-Guided Snorkelling Trails on Corals in a Tropical Marine Park. Conservation Biology, 14(6): 1821-1830.


Plathong, S., 2004. Coral Reef Management for Mu Koh Chumphon Marine National Park, Thailand. June 28 - July 2, 2004.

Address:
Department of Biology


Prince of Songkla University


Hat Yai, 


Songkla 90112, Thailand


Telephone: 6689-445-2520


Email: sakanan2004@yahoo.com

Languages:
Thai (primary), English

U.S. Travel:
No previous U.S. travel

Other Travel:
Australia, France, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Malaysia, Taiwan

Thailand

Name:
Ms. Nalinee THONGTHAM
Present Position:
Marine Biologist, Phuket Marine Biological Center, Department of Marine and Coastal Resources

Education/Training:
Ph.D., Biology, Odense University, Denmark, 2004


M.Sc., Marine Science, Chulalongkorn University, 1995

B.Sc., Aquatic Science, Burapha University, 1990 


Regional Workshop, Taxonomy and Ecology of Macroalgae and Sea grasses from Talibong Island, Trang Province, Thailand, 2003

Oceanographic Data Management (UNESCO/IOC Project Office for IODE, Oostende, Belgium), 2006     


Regional Workshop, Coral Reef Restoration, Bolinao Marine Laboratory, University of the Philippines) 2007

Memberships:
Department of Marine and Coastal Resource, 2003

Publications:
Thongtham, N. and V., Manthachitra. 1992. Structure of Coral Reef Fish Communities along the East Coast of Thailand. Thai Fisheries Gazette (45:2) March-April. P. 705-714. 


Co-Authored. 2000. Carbon and nitrogen mineralization in sediments of Bangrong mangrove area, Phuket, Thailand. Aquatic Microbial Ecology 22:199-213


Thongtham, N., P. Panchaiyapum and S. Pungprasarn. 2003. A Preliminary Study on coral rehabilitation in the Andaman Sea. Thai Fisheries Gazette. 56:1  p.53-61. 

Thongtham, N., P. Panchaiyapum and S. Phungprasarn. 2003. Coral rehabilitation in the Andaman Sea, Thailand. Phuket Marine Biological Center Publication No.1 32 p. 

Thongtham, N. 2005.  Development of coral community on artificial substrates at Maiton Island, Phuket. Phuket Marine Biological Center Technical Paper No. 9. 17 p.

Address:
Phuket Marine Biological Center


P.O. Box 60, Phuket 83000, Thailand


Telephone: (667) 620-0374


Fax: (667) 639-1127


Email: nalineeth@hotmail.com

Languages:
Thai (primary), English

U.S. Travel:
No previous U.S. travel

Other Travel:
Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Italy, Luxemburg, Philippines, Singapore and The Netherlands 

