The Gulf of Mexico: An Internationally Managed Natural Resource

The Gulf of Mexico, as a natural resource, is the most economically productive body of water within the territories of the United States, Mexico, and Cuba.  Annually, the Gulf is the foundation of more than $200 billion dollars in economic activity with global commerce moving through the Gulf daily.  Management of the Gulf of Mexico as an international resource presents significant challenges.  It is critical to the United States and Mexico that the Gulf remains a healthy, productive, and sustainable resource, but for the most part management is not collaborative as both nations apply local, state, and national management strategies with little international communication or collaboration.  

Both the United States and Mexico face the same challenges in managing the Gulf of Mexico for the future.  Population growth, over fishing, habitat degradation, deteriorating water quality, public health issues, catastrophic storm events, and sustaining economic vitality are challenges that both countries must address.  Since the State of the Gulf of Mexico Summit held in Corpus Christi in March 2006 an effort has been underway to establish collaborative management efforts.  As logical as this sounds progress is not easy as the path must navigate political, financial, and cultural difference.  In February 2009 the 2nd State of the Gulf of Mexico Summit will be held in Veracruz City, Veracruz.  Governor Fidel Herrera Beltran will welcome political, business, and resource management professionals to continue the effort to build collaborative management strategies for the Gulf of Mexico.
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